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HE following remarks are not publiſhed 
with a view to - excite; odium 
1 individuals, or bodies of men, but to elucidate truths 
A and to illuſtrate this general poſition, hat the hay 
I bitual exerciſe of that arbitrary I which 
che maſter poſſeſſes over the ſlave, communicates 
an involuntary bias, even to well diſpoſed mitids, | 
againſt the juſt claims of humanity, and that it is [ 
difficult, if not impoſſible, to interpoſe effectual 1 
laws reſtraining ſuch dominion. Notwithſtand. 
the favourable light in which the framers of 
the Reports wiſh the ſtate of the laws in Jamaica 
previous to the Act of 1788 to be conſidered, it is + 
evident from the Reports themſelves, that a very 
perfect and limited protection was ſecured to t 
Wave. If the flaye were killed it was indeed do- 4 [7 
clared o be en by a law paſſed ſo lately 2 _— 
1787, but, the henefit of clergy. not being barred,” 8 
ze puniſhment, of courſe, was flight, or more 33 "Fa 
none at all. As to mutilation, diſmem- MY * 
rment and numberleſs modes of cruelty under > 
ibich the ſlave might ſuſfer, 
bermleft n muck at t 
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Poor though a penalty of 100l. was laid on the 


maſter for ſuch mutilation or diſmemberment, yet 
as the teſtimony of the ſlaye was not admiſſible ' 
againſt him, it is not probable that it could 
ever be recovered; and the 8th clauſe of the Act 
of 1981 (Report, p. 6.) which ordains the puniſh- 
ment of fine and impriſonment on any per/on wantonly 
beating a flave not bis own property, plainly denotes 
the inſecurity of the flave from ſuch wanton 
aſſaults of his own maſter. The infrequency 
too of publick executions (p. 9.) ſeems to indi- 
cate either that the conduct of the ſlaves was not 
ſo vicious as has been repreſented, or that the 
. maſter. was accuſtomed to aſſume to himſelf the 
offices of judge, jury, and executioner. What in- 
deed can be thought of the humanity of that code 
of laws which permitted mutilation and maiming, 
as judicial puniſhments for crimes!” (ſee Report, 
p. 17): Every one who knows how deeply power 
corrupts the human heart, will lament the humi- 
liating condition of the ſlaves, when ſo much li- 

cence was allowed to bad tempers, and when the 
| 8 ſyſtem of ſlavery tends to create or inflame 
fuch tempers. | LOC 77 I 


_ The inſtance of ſuffering theſe lenient and falu- 
tary laws, as they are called, to lie totally extinct 
for three years, viz. from 1784 to 1787, (Report, 
p. 6.) is a ſtriking proof of their inefficaey, and 
of the little regard paid to them. | 


The laſt law, paſſed in Jamaica in 1988 Word? 
however, a proſpect of meliorating the ſitflation of 
the ſlaves. A new law in Grenada profeſſes the 
fame benevolent” purpoſe Laws of melee | 
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laws. made for the protection of 
been found inſufficient, and whereas 
and the "intereſt of the colony re- 


* quire that ſalutary and adequate regulations 


14 and proviſions ſhould be adopted for rendering 
(55 their ſervitude as limited and eafy as ble, 
and for promoting the increaſe of their popu- 
means of removing in 
the courſe of time the neceſſity of further im- 


ſe defirable: ends cannot be ſo effectually 
preſcribing reaſonable bounds to 
*« the power: of maſters and others having the charge 
% avec, by compelling them ſufficiently and 
ial thr lodge, fee, 
them, by; introducing them to the knowledge 
of the Chriſtian religion, and affording them 
opportunity of improvement in morality, and by 
inducing them to regular marriage, and when 
*© married, protecting them in their conj 45d rights.” g 
Be it thete ore enatetf®&c. 


After all, when it is Eller that the diſtance 
between a maſter and a ſlave infinitely greater 


than thaty between any other ſituations in un 


life, it may well be 1 whether N laws 
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l l to | 
flave. If it is ditkeult, even in this free country,” 
for a poor man to obtain legal redreſs for the ops. 
preſſion of the rich, how much more difficult 
muſt it be in eduntries where the dominion of the 
rich is fo abſolute, that the murmurings of com- 
plaint may be reſented as an affront, and puniſhed. 
as a crime? While local policy' uſurps the ſeat 
of equity, and requires a diſtinction between the 
modes of trying black or white perſons,'F the ad- 
miniſtration. of Juſtice 4 be very defective and 
partial. | | 


p # 


II, al the plan ters by theſe Acts ande 
mean a gradual improvement in the ſtate of the ſlaves, 
let us rejoice in the hope that a melioration of the 
ſtate of ſlavery will be accompanied by a melioration 
of the tempers of the ſlave-holders, and that, by de- 
grees, ſuch manners and principles will prov, as 
will render acts of tyranny and cruelty diſgraceful 


in the eyes of the country. May the ſpirit 3 hu- 


manity, and the love of freedom, ſo congenial to the 
Þ 


Britiſh nation, extend their influence till the legiſ- 
latures, both national and provincial, may perceive 


that no ſubſtantial and durable intereſt can be de- 


_ rived from ſo polluted a ſource as ſlavery ! 


N as THE EDITOR. 
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N a former letter I mentioned the two Reports 
publiſhed by our Houſe of Repreſentatives on 
ople in Britain to the 


Houſe of Commons, ſor the Abolition of the 
African Slave Trade; and having charged the ſaid 


Reports with wilful deception, and 
of falſe lights, I think it neceſſary to 


olding out 


prove the 


charge, which I apprehend will be done by tran- 


ſcribing the 


pencilled notes I made in the. 


of the printed copies of the ſaid Reports, on the 
firſt curſory peruſal thereof. But firſt I will pre- 
«miſe, that ** the Committee, appointed to inquire 


* into and report to the houſe. the Allegations and © 


46 
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40 
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Charges, contained in the ſeveral petitions which 
have been preſented to the Britiſh Houſe of 


Commons on the ſubject of the Slave Trade, and 


the Treatment of the Negroes, &c. &c. &c.” had 


two objects in view, and for the effecting of whi 

the Reports are calculated, more than with any 
real intention or hope of ſolidly refuting the allega- 
tions and charges contained in the faid petitfons, 
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many of which the Committee knew were tog well 
grounded in facts to be refuted. | 


The firſt objekt the Committee had in view was 
a very laudable one. There had been prepared, and 
was then pending, a bill for ſecuring more impar- 
tial trials and better treatment to ſlaves; and the 
Committee were well informed that every oppoſi- 
tion would be given to it in the Council. Thoſe 


who diſliked the bill, that is, thoſe who did not 


like to have any penalties or reſtrictions laid on that 
cruelty, and injuſtice, which they were conſcious 
they had been, and 3 intended to be again, 
guilty of, ſaid confidently, and people generally 
apprehended, that it would be thrown out by the 

ouncil. Some of the more ſenfible and humane 


* 


members of the Committee conceived that, by 


quoting in their Report ſeveral of the moſt favour- 
able clauſes of the þill, that is, thoſe which they 
apprehended would meet with moſt oppoſition in 

e Council, and be more like to occafion the 


miſcarriage of the bill; by reaſoning on, and tak- 


ing credit for thoſe clauſes ; by ſending their report 
to the Governor, for his tranſmiſſion of it to the 
Secretary of State, in order-to its being laid before 


the King in Council ; by publiſhing it, by printing 
it here, and by directing the Agent of the Iſland in 


London, to print it there, and not only to preſent 
copies thereof to the Members of 0s Houſe of 
Parliament, and to each of the bodies which had 
petitioned the Houſe of Commons, but alſo diſ- 
perſing it generally through the kingdoms, the Les 


giflature would be pledged to paſs the bill into a 
law, and the Council ſeeing the diſreputation and ill 


conſequences that would reſult from their refuſing 
ot to 
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known that the Governor was with the bill: or on 
the other hand, ſhould the Council after all, deter- 
mine to reje& it, the odium would fall alone on 
| that board, and not on the people at large, or on 
| their repreſentatives, who had ſhewn their willing- 
nels to 3 the law made, by having originated and 
paſſed it, which would tend to their exculpation-in 


and tyranny, more than any thing that could be 
offered in diſproof of the allegations. ' I am 
afraid that too many wiſhed for this cheap and 


$ plauſible mode of exculpation, which would coft 
them nothing; for if the bill did not paſs into a 


law, they would have credit for all that was gooc 
in it without being bound to the conceſſions which 
conſtituted that good: How can the” people of 
« Britain blame, or | the Legi/lature go about to 


*« are prevented jrom reforming. by the Board of 
& Council appointed by | themſelves ;—ſay: by the 
% Grown?'— With ſuch as held up this dangerous 


dada, I reaſoned thus: The iſland ſtands pledged by 


the Report, to paſs the bill into a law, and if it 
ſhall not be paſſed, what can the nation think but 

that there has been a baſe colluſion between the two 

branches of the Legiſlature here? Will not they 

argue after this manner? Was there ever ſo baſe, 
ſo vile a ſubterfuge as this? They ſtood. charged 
With cruelty, tyranny, and injuſtice, and how do they 
act under the charges? We confeſs, ſay they, to 
the publick of Great Britain, (whg, are their ac» 
cuſers) we confeſs, that the laws reſpecting our 
ſlaves, are not {o good as they might be; you have 
called our attention to them, and, weiſte that they 
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ſto give their aſſent, would alſo. paſs: it, and it was ; 


the eyes of. the publick from the charges of cruelty 9 


« puniſh, us for abuſes which we wiſh to reform, but 
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* require amendments; . Ai You, and e © wilt | 
forthwith make the requifite amendments ; our 
Aſſembly are already forward in the ſalutary work 3 
they have 3 a bill, which when paſſed into 

a law, will fecure our ſlaves from cruel treatment, 
and partial trials. But whilſt they in effect ſay this, 
by publiſhing the Reports of their Aſſembly, no- 
thing is farther from their intentions, than that ſuck 
| bill ſhould be paſſed into a law. They knew that by 
2 colluſive agreement it was to be rejected by their 
Board of Council — they knew that Parliament 
would meet early, and that the Houſe of Commons 


was pledged to ta ke cognizance of the petitions on 

the Slave Trade amongſt the firſt objects of their 

attention ; and they conceived that the two Reports 

of their Aſſembly, and the copy of the bill alluded 

to, would not only ſatisfy the Houſe, but alſo ap- 

* the 1 12 at large, and the buſineſs would 
u 


ffered to die away; and they flattered them- 
ſelves, that as the bill, by concert, would not 
Anally be rejected till the cloſe of their Seſſion, 
before an account of its rejection could reach to 
Britain, it would be too late in the ſeſſon here to 
reſume a buſineſs of ſuch importance, as the Abo- 
lition of the African Slave Trade. Surely thoſe 
wy are hardened in iniquity, and loſt to * 
ſenſe of ſhame.” May not the people in Britain, 
| Maid, reaſon in this manner, and in reſentment of 
ſuch unworthy conduct, may nat their indignation 4 
lead them to acts of ſeverity, which they — 4 1 
not otherwiſe have thought eligible? And what but 
the deteſtation of all good men can be expected from 
ſuch vile duplicfty as we ſhall be thought guilty of ? 
Do you ſuppoſe,” that the people of Britain will 
4 loſe light of this e national buſineſs, in 

which 


. hy 
vo 


which they are now involved? For after the matter 
hath been brought into open light, and agitated ſo, 
that no man can plead ignorance on the ſubject, it 

now concerns them as a nation; if they wink at 
our #rimes, they will be partakers of our guilt, and 
muſt expect to partake of our puniſhment. I am 
perſuaded, that there are myriads of men of ſaber 
minds, and cultivated underſtandings, as well as 
gender conſciences, who think thus, for all who 
Believe that there is a God that judgeth the 
% earth, muſt think ſo, and therefore they will 
not, they cannot with peace, loſe ſight of it. But 
ſome may ſay, Do you eſteem it no injury to loſe a 


whole day's labour of our ſlaves out of every twelve? 


And is it nothing that negroes and ſlaves ſhall be 
tried like white men, like free Britiſn men, by 
grand and petit juries What poſſible injury can 
that do to white men, if thoſe juries, who are 
themſelves white men, do juſtice on ſuch trials? 
— But they are not by the bill to be tried like 
Britiſh men — hey are not to be tried by their Peers. 
But, are the eternal rules of juſtice to bend to the 
pride and caprice of one ſet of men, who happen, 
by ſome means, to be poſſeſſed with 2 little brief 
* authority,” to the prejudice and miſery of others? 
Do you really ſuppoſe, that there are two ſorts of 
juſtice with that Being who made all men of one 
fleſh, though not all of one colour, and who is no 
reſpecter of perſons,” but amongſt all nations and 
people, accepts of them who do juſtly, love mercy, 
and fear to offend him? As to this day in two 
weeks, I am convinced, on good grounds, that it 
would not be loſt; it would be a benefit to all who 
chearfully granted it. Does not the experience of 
all ages and nations ſhew, that in every climate, _ 
A BY moſt 


( 20 J 
moſt in hot and debilitating ones, ſuch as this, reſt 


after labour is neceflary? The Being, who created 
man, who knows his frame, and what his nature 


requires, has declared, that one day's reſt after fix 
of labour is requiſite. Juſtice and obedience to the 
moral law out of the queſtion, and conſidering 
-negroes merely as labouring animals, will not their 
ſtrength be renewed and invigorated by returns of 
reſt, and will not they be thereby enabled to Þ 

more work in five days, ſo recruited, than in fix, 
exhauſted and diſpirited by continual toil ?—But 


that they would is not a matter of conjecture, or of 


argument: I have the irrefragable teſtimony of ex- 
perience for it that they will. I give, I beg pardon, 
reaſon and humanity: give, and I a/low, them one 
day in each week to labour for themſelves; God 
has om them another of reſt from their labours; 
and J find, that in the other five they do more work 
without whipping, or fear of whipping, than ma- 
ny other peoples do in fix, though urged by cruel 
ſeverity.—Count what is loſt by unwillingneſs and 
deſertion, by advertiſing runaways, and ſending out 
parties to ſearch for and bring them in, and fee 
to what it amounts? I have no deductions of that 
kind to make, for I have nat, for years paſt, had 
one negroe abſent for a day, without leave, though 
I take not the cruel, though common precautions 
to prevent their running away, by branding their 
fleſh with the letters of my name, or the marks of 
my plantations.—It is to be hoped I brought over 
ſome to my way of thinking.—But to come back 
to the other object aimed at by the Committee in 
their Reports: It Was ſimply to exculpate the iſland 


from the charges of cruelty, injuſtice, and tyranny ; 
at any rate, right or wrong, to exculpate us. 


This 
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This is à heavy charge, but I will prove it, and 
challenge any man of honour to deny it. Two of 
the moſt active Members in the Committee, both 
men of great humanity, whoſe negroes are treated 
with uncommon lenity, were earneſt to purge the 
iſland from the charges of cruelty and injuſtice, 
whigh they thought did not exiſt, and they ſet 
about collecting ſuch proofs and vouchers as they 
conceived would teſtify to the world how much the 
people of this iſland were miſrepreſented, and how 
injuriouſly calumniated; but what was their 
_ aſtoniſhment, when the inquiry which they had 
inſtituted, and from which they expected to refute 
the allegations and charges contained in the peti- 
tions to the Houſe of Commons, furniſhed the moſt 
indiſputable teſtimonies that the charges of cruelty, 
tyranny, and injuſtice*were well founded ? Cruelty 
and tyranny in. the treatment of negroes by indi- 
viduals, and publick partiality and injuſtice in trials, 
both of white people for ſuch cruelty, ' and of 
pegroes for crimes of which they ſtood charged. — 
What was to be done then? “If we report gene- 
rally that ſome of the allegations and charges may 
be true, there will be great danger; but if we 
report particularly the reſult of our inquiries, | 
there will be an abſolute certainty of the Slave Trade 
feing aboliſhed. Let us then throw a veil over the 

„ fince we can neither recall nor juſtify it; but 
let us exert ourſelves, by all means, to prevent the 
like enormities in future. : 3 


_ come now 4 my notes on the two Reports of 
the Houſe, which were written as I read them; 
they will tend to give a juſter idea of the ſubject, 
perhaps, than a more elaborate treatiſe, 
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NOTES ON THE FIRST/REPORT. | 


« P. 2. The Committee are of opinion, that the 
principle of the ſaid Act of the Britiſh Parliament & 
is founded in juſtice, humhity, and neceſſity; 
and that the proviſions adopted therein, when 
further matured by the willom of parliament, 
muſt ultimately prove highly beneficial to the 
ſugar colonies, inaſmuch as it is notorious, that 
veſſels have been frequently crowded with a 
greater number of negroes than they ought in 
prudence to have contained. And it is the opi- 
nion of the Committee, that the wiſdom and 
authority of parliament might be beneficially 
exerted, in further regulations of the African 
commerce; particularly, in- preventing the de- 


tention of ſhips on the coaſt ; in prohibiting the 
png of ſlaves who ſhall appear to have been 
kidnapped, or deprived of liberty contrary to 


the uſage and cuſtom of Africa; and in com- 
pelling the faid ſhips to tranſport an equal num- 
ber of both ſexes, and to provide ventilators, 


and a ſufficient quantity of provifions, eſpecially 
water.——It ſeems not to be underſtood in 


Great Britain, that the inhabitants of the Weſt 
India iſlands have no concern in the ſhips trad- 


ing to Africa :—The African trade is purely a 


Britiſh trade, carried on by Britiſh ſubjefts re- 


—the connexion and intercourfe between the 
planters of this iſland, and the merchants of 
Great Britain trading to Africa, extend no fur- 


ther than the mere purchaſe of whit Britiſh acts 


have declared to be legal objects of purchaſe.” *_ 
The AR paſſed laſt ſeſlon. Md 


With 
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With reſpect to the crowding of veſſels, ſee 


notes in the ſequel, on the examination of Meſſrs. 


Chiſolme, Anderſon, and Quier. 


The tender care profeſſed here by a Jamaica 
Houſe of Aſſembly, for the rights and liberties af the 
natives of Africa, is too extraordinary a circumſtance 
not to ſtrike the obſervation of the reader. Thoſe 
who have given any attention to the publica- 
tions on the uſe, propriety, and juſtice, of the 
ſlave trade, will have obſerved that of thoſe who 
defend the benefit, right and juſtice, the moſt able, 
that is, the moſt artful, perceiving the impoſſibility 
of juſtifying our making ſlaves, or the encouraging 
others in the making ſlaves, of thoſe who are born 
in a ſtate of natural and political freedom, either 
deny that the natives of Africa have ſuch rights, or 
allege that they have forfeited them to the laws 
of their- country by crimes, the puniſhment of 
which is ſlavery. Some deſcribe the governments 
in Africa to be univerſally pure deſpotiſm, or they 
argue as if they ſuppoſed they were ſuch, and con- 
clude that the ſtate of ſlavery in the Britiſh colo- 
nies is ſo much preferable to the condition our 
ſlaves were removed from, that the change is a 
real bleſſing. Long, on this ſubject, (ſee chap- 
ters, I. II. HI. Book 3. of the ad vol. of his 
Hiſtory of Jamaica, intitled Negroes) determined 
to lay a ſolid foundation for the wicked con- 
cluſions he intended to draw, ſuppoſes them ſcarce- 
ly, if at all, ſuperior to brute beaſts; the conclu- 
ſion from which is, that they were meant for the 


| flaves of men, white men to be ſure, or Indians; 
for, according to Mr. Long,  negroes are hardly 


men. 


Kn I; 
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men. Then having reaſoned them down to a le- 
vel with ourang outangs, or rather the ourangs up 
to, or rather above the negroes, he proceeds to 
ſtate that their government is ſo arbitrary, and 
their condition fo abſolutely ſlaviſh, that it is a 
great melioration of their ſtate to transfer them to 
the condition of ſlavery, them and their poſterity, 

in Jamaica or the other iſlands. Now we ſee, it 
is admitted that there are free people in Africa, 
and an anxious care is taken by the legiſlature of 
Jamaica to obſerve that the rights of thoſe free men 


ſhall not be infringed, leſt it might draw the 


good le of Jamaica into the dreadful predi- 
nmr having bought as ſlaves thoſe why had 
a right to freedom. Now, if one who has, ſeen 
how negroes are ſold on board a Guinea ſhip were 
to read this paſſage, and were to aſk thoſe conſci- 


entious committee men this queſtion :—* You ſee, - 


Gentlemen, how very neceſſary it is to gry 
* againſt the kidnapping of free people of Africa, 
* and until ſome care ſhall be taken in that pat» 
e ticular by the wiſdom and authority of the 
« Britiſh parliament, pray how do you intend to 


* guard yourſelf from partaking in the ſame guilt 


as the kidnapper ? How have you guarded againſt 


it hitherto? I ſuppoſe you either took with you a 
* linguiſt, and examined thoſe you intended to buy 
«© ſome days before the ſale; or if that could not be, 
and as it is impoſſible at the ſale, then I ſuppoſe 
e on taking them home you went through the ne- 
s ceflary ſcrutiny, and on finding that the negro was 
© born free, and had not forfeited that freedom by 


that liberty of which he was unjuſtly 2 
5 | I fay, 


committing felony, of courſe you reſtored him to 


2 ͤ EE EO x ae he 


would laugh in his face. Let me 
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I ſay, was any man ſeriouſly to put this queſtion 
to the very men who framed t clauſe, they 


ſpeak out, that 
clauſe and ſeveral others in the bill, are merely 
Held out to amuſe the people at large in England, 


but here has no meaning, and I quote it to ſhew 


the low artifices which even a legiſlative body are 
obliged to ſtoop to, when to 2 what is true, 
and to affect what has no exiſtence, becomes ne- 


ceſſary to ſupport the cauſe they advocate. 
| 


The falutary effects of ventilators in ſhips navi- 
gating tropical climates when crowded with people, 
is tog well known to need any. farther argument. 
I will only obſerve on this paſſage, that if govern- 
ment ſhall not think proper immediately to abo- 
liſh the flave trade, but in humane conſideration 
of the horrible condition of negroes in Guinea 
ſhips, ſhall by law oblige the owners of thoſe ſhips 
to provide them with ventilators; that care bo 
taken that they be conſtructed ſo as to perform 
their office by the agency of fire, wind, or the 
motion of the ſhip through the water, or by all of 
them; and not to require the labour of men to work 
them : and that proof ſhall be made on the entry 
of the ſhips in the iſlands, that ſuch ventilators 
have been kept conſtantly operating : otherwiſe 


ſome things to which the names of ventilators 


may be given, will be put up merely to avoid the 


penalty of the law, but without anſwering the good 


purpoſe intended. 


.. The Committee are further of opinion, that 
ce as to theſgharges and allegations brought againſt 
« us, with regard to the treatment and ſituation 
FR: | «of 


E 16 1 
of ſlaves in this iſland, it is neceſſary, and eaſy, 
to diſprove the ſame, by demonſtrating, iſt, that 
negroes in this iſland are under the protection 


of lenient and falutary laws, ſuited to their ſitu- 


ation and circumſtances; Ladly, that the ſlave a 
laws are executed with humanity, mildneſs, and 
mercy ;—3dly, that the laws have made pro- 


viſions to grant ſlaves days of reſt, and to prevent 


their being in want of the neceſſaries of life; 
and, 4thly,' that the decreaſe of our ſlaves does 


not ariſe from the cauſes alledged in the peti- 


tions preſented to the Britiſh Houſe of Com- 


mons, but from various other cauſes not im- 


putable to us, and which the people in Great 
Britain do not ſeem to comprehend. 


For Remarks on the lenity of theſe laws, and of 
their execution, vide Notes on the Second Re- 


port. | Wt 
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Fior Obſervations on the renewal of the act of 
1784, ſee note farther on. . 


On this ſubject we * to obſerve, that ĩt 
te appears by the letters of our Agent, that ger- 
“ tain heads of inquiry were tranſmiteed to him 
« a few months ago, from a Committee of the 
«« Lords of His Majeſty's Moſt Honourable 
% Privy Council, many of which related to 
« the condition and government of our flaves; 
s and, in anſwer thereto, an abſtract of, moſt of 
our ancient flave-laws were laid before their 
Lordſhips; to which, if neceſlafy; reference may 
e be had; but it ſeems not to have been under- 
* ſtood by our Agent, that in 1781, many of thoſe 
% laws were repealed, and Al the ſubliſting laws 
% and clauſes of laws reſpecting the order and go - 
% vernment of ſlaves were conſolidated and brought 
« into one act: This act is known by the name 
te of the Conſolidated Slave Act; and, having ex- 
«« pired on the 31ft day of December 1784, has 
© ſince been renewed, | with amendments. By _ 
« the ſaid act of 1781, Clauſes ad and zd, all poſ- 
«© ſeſſors of plantations are obliged, under the pe- 
* nalty of gol. to allot proviſion grounds for each 
of their ſlaves, to allow them ſufficient time to 
& work the ſame, and alſo to keep in proper cul-- 
ce tivation one acre of land, at leaſt, for every four 

negroes in plantain-walk and ground-proviſions, 
« excluſive * the negroes grounds; and in caſe 


* the owners or poſſeſſors have not lands proper 
for that purpoſe, they are required to make 


« {ome 


© ſome other ample proviſion for the ſupport o of 
ve their ſlaves.” 


With reſpect to allowing ſufficient time to work, 
as no time was ſpecified by the act as ſufficient, nor 
any made compulſory, none was allowed; and 
therefore this clauſe, though plauſible, and quoted 
here as a proof of lenity, never . in favour 
of one negro in the iſland, ſo far as to procure him 


the allowance of one hodr, which the framers of 


the Report knew well, and which they own, when 
they come to claim credit for the parallel clauſe in 
the new bill. And I think it is no breach of 


charity to aſſert, that When the clauſe was inſerted 


in the law, it * foreſeen that as it was not com- 


4828 By chuſe FR it ĩs enacted] that every aſt 
0 Inner, or poſſeſſor of ſlaves ſhall, under the ſame 

penalty, provide and give to each flave proper 
75 . ſufficient cloathing, to be approved of by 
«© the TOO and veſtry of the pariſh. HR, 


As the act did not ſpecify what quantith of 
cloathing was to be deemed ſufficient, nor compel 
the juſtices and veſtry to take cognizance of the 
ſubject, they of courſe did not take any. This 
clauſe therefore, like the preceding one, was ſpe- 
cious, but nugatory, I ſhall in a ſubſequent note 
aſſign the real motives of theſe and fimilar non- 


effective clauſes being inſerted. 


= By clauſe 5th, llaves giving information of 
«c: thefts, or other crimes and miſdemeanors, are en- 
< titled to pecuniary rewards ; which is one proof, 
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Ju among others, that our laws conſider ſlaves as 
* capable of holding property, and will protect 
e them therein. | ; 


Why did not the Committee when they were 
expreſsly employed in quoting laws and clauſes of 
the humane, mild, and ſalutary laws, why, I fay; 
did riot they quote the law; or clauſes of laws, by 
which negroes are protected in the poſſeſſion of 
property? Is it the law that orders them to be 
whipped for having more than five pound of meat 
in their poſſeſſſon? | 


* By Clauſe 6th, the penalty of L. 100. is laid 
*© on any maſter or owner who ſhall mutilate of 
* diſmember any ſlave or ſlaves.“ ade: 


To people in Britain it muſt appear ſtrange, firſt, 
that there ſhould be a neceſſity for a law to puniſh 
maſters for mutilating and diſmembering their ſer- 
vants ; and ſtill ſtranger, that a law ſhould be ex- 
tant for inflicting ſuch puniſhment from the year 
1717, and that. great numbers of inſtances ſhould 
be notoriouſly known to magiſtrates and judges, as 
well as others, of people having mutilated their 


negroes without any perſon whatever recolleCting, 


at the times when ſuch inſtances made it neceſſary to 
put the law in force, that there was ſuch a law; 
ſtranger till; that the Committee ſhould gravely 
affect aſtoniſhment at the people of England, 


alleging ſuch things, when a little inquiry 


would have convinced them — of what? that 
the allegations were totally groundleſs ? —no, by 
no means. But ſuch inquiry would have convinced 


them that the minds of men become indurated by 
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the habitual proſpe& of oppreſſion and miſery. 


Hundreds of inſtances, aye doubtleſs thouſands, of 
diſmemberments, mutilations, and abſolute murders 
have occurred, which, by reaſon of the evidence of 
negroes not being competent againſt white men, 


cannot be cognizable by magiſtrates. I know two 


men, now living, whoſe neighbours ſay poſitively, 
and every body believes, that each of them has 
murdered ſcores of their own negroes. One of 
thoſe monſters has been heard to ſay, that fince he 
became a planter on his own account, which was 


rather late in life, he had buried, as he termed it, 
357 negroes : and yet this execrable being, affected 


to be aſtoniſhed at a perſon's being ſo unpolite as to 


tell him, that if what his neighbours ſaid of him 


was true, the wonder was not that he had buried ſo 
many, but that he had any above ground. 


I muſt not, however, omit to give the clauſe of 


amendment in the law of 1787 the praiſe it juſtly 


merits; it is a good clauſe, and not at all to be 
blamed for its not having been put in force oftner 


than it has been, I haye for many years been con- 


verſant with Jamaica, and know but of one inſtance 
of the law againit mutilation being inforced, and 
that inſtance occurred ſince the people in Britain have 
intereſted themſelves in favour of the poor negroes : 
I have been ſpeaking of the Act of 1717, but there 
is an amendment in the Act of 1787, Which will 
have a good effect. 


= By Clauſe 7th it is enacted, that in caſe an per- 


_ «©. {ſon ſhall mutilate any ſlave the property of ano- 


«© ther, ſuch further puniſhment would be in- 
« flicted, excluſive of the aforeſaid fine, 12 the 
811. | 1 ourt 
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« Court ſhould think proper; and at the ſame time 
c the owner of the injured flave is allowed to pur- 
4 ſuc his remedy for damages at common law.” 


The owner of the injured ſlave is allowed to 


purſue, &c. And in the name of juſtice and 


mercy, why not the injured ſlave alſo allowed? Is 


this diſallowance amongſt the other proofs that the 
law will. protect him in the poſſeſſion of property, 
when it provides no remuneration for the loſs of 
his limbs or members? Why, if the criminal is 
poſſeſſed of property, ought not he to be compelled 
to make reſtitution to the injured Save by pur- 
chaſing his liberty, and providing for his ſupport? 


6 By Clauſe 8th, any perſon wantonly beating 
a ſlave, not his own property, is liable to be 
« indicted for the ſame, and puniſhed by fine and 
* impriſonment.” 


The preceding note applies equally to this clauſe, 
why ſhould the immediately injured be precluded 
all redreſs—in this world ? 


« When we reflect that many of theſe clauſes were 
proviſions of our ancient laws; and, in parti- 
* cular, that the penalty on the maſter who ſhould 
«© mutilate or diſmember his ſlave, was enacted fo 
long ago as the year 1717; and when we confider 
further, that the ſaid act of 1781 was in full 
« force until 3iſt December 1984; we cannot 
% ſufficiently expreſs our aſtoniſhment and con- 
“ cern, that reſpectable bodies of men ſhould have 


Fe 


„ ſybſcribed their names to allegations, which a 
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te Enacted ſo long ago as 1717, fince then there 
have been numberleſs diſmemberments, publickly 
known, which paſſed unnoticed by authority. I 
know one extraordinary inſtance of a man, I be- 
lieye ſtill alive, who diſmembered his only ne- 
groe, and now is or lately was led about by that 
very negroe; the inhuman maſter having, ſoon after 
his harbarity to the poor ſlave, loſt his ſight, This 
is a natable anſwer to the argument made uſe of by 
ſome who are averſe to reſtraining laws, viz. that a 
man's ſlaves being his property, a regard to his own 
intereſt will prevent his injuring their life, health, 
or ſtrength. I aſked one of thoſe advacates for un- 
controlled power, if he ever knew a man hurt his 
horſe by over-riding him? Oh yes. Had he ever 
known a man injure his health by drinking or other 
exceſs? Oh yes, many, Had he ever known any 
who had by gaming, or other extravagance, ruined 
their fortune, and brought their wiyes and children 
to diſtreſs and want? By this time he diſcovered 
what I aimed at, and was ſilent. 


We ſee by the next paragraph, that the protec- 
tion of the limbs and lives of the negroes was of 
ſo little weight with the legiſlature here, that they 
ſuffered the law of 1784, ſo much yaunted for 
affording that protection, to expire, and the 
wretched ſlaves to remain at the mercy (that is, the 
eruelty) of whoever choſe tq abuſe them for three 

* | 5 
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« By 


« By Clauſe 4th, regulations are made to prevent 


& ſlaves being deſerted in future by their owners, 
c on account of age and infirmity;z and, by a ſub- 
« ſequent clauſe, the juſtices 'and veſtry of each 
« town and pariſh are empowered to lay a tax upon 
„ the inhabitants, for providing food, medical 
* care, and attendance, on ſlaves already deſerted 
& by their owners, and who are diſabled from 
* labour by ſickneſs, old age, or otherwiſe. And, 
« in order more effectually to enforce the regula- 
« tions of former laws, reſpecting the ſubſiſtence 


and cloathing of ſlaves, it is enacted, by Clauſe | 


« 6th, That every maſter, owner, or attorney, 
*« ſhall, under a penalty of fifty pounds, give in 
*« to the veſtry, on oath, an account of the quan- 
« tity of land in ground proviſions (over and 
« above the negro grounds), for the uſe of their 
& ſlaves; or, in caſe there are not lands proper for 
„the purpoſe, an account on oath of the means 
« adopted for the maintenance and ſupport of their 
« flaves; and alſo, under the like penalty, give in 
„ an account of the cloathing actually ſerved to 
tc each ſlave.” en 


The whole of the clauſes mentioned here are ex- 
cellent. This is not only making laws, but pro- 
viding for their being executed; but as for ** the 
regulations of former laws,” as they are here 
termed, they were not when made, nor till theſe 
clauſes were created, ever meant to be enforced. 
The giving into the veſtry an account on oath of 
the quantity of land in proviſion, and of cloathin 
furniſhed to the negroes, will I think have the bel 
effects; and the providing for deſerted negroes, was 
liſtening at length to an evil of enormous mag- 
n B47 nitude, 
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a . nitude, which had me cried to 
geance. Horrible erpelties been exerciſed in 
regard to negroes, Who were rendered incapable of 
labouring by age or ſickneſs, whoſe excerable 
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maſters, affer having had the "labour of all the 


; healthy and yigorous years of thejr lives, deſerted 
them in age, ſickneſs, and imbecility; deſerted them 
to all the horrors of nakedneſs, hunger, and help- 
leſs old age. But the guilt ended not there; ſome 
of thoſe poor wretches in this ſituation would ſteal 
proviſions, or ſomething wherewith to procure pro- 
viſions; and if detected, the.maſter of the ſlave fo 
detected, the very maſter who had deſerted him 

became his proſecutor; becauſe being convicted and 


executed, he, the matter, became intitled to and 


received from the publick forty pounds. 


On this head let me mention a ſingle circum- 
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ſtance. A planter once on a journey to Kingſton, 


put up for the night at an inn kept by one Bailey, 
a ſtrange fellow, but who was not deſtitute of hu- 
manity. In the dead of the night the houſe was 
alarmed with a cry of thieves. It was then the 
faſhion to trayel armed. On the alarm, the planter 
ſnatched up his ſword, and ran out of the door, 
where he preſently ſeized on a man who was break- 
ing into the proviſion ſtore. He had juſt ſecured 
him, with his back to the yall, and = point of 
his ſword to his breaſt, when the people brought 


lights, and diſcovered this dreadful houſe-breaker ta 


be a tall emaciated old man, whoſe woolly head was 
as white as ſnow, and-who ſeemed hardly able to 
ſtand. The negroes immediately mentioned his 
name to the inn-keeper, who ordered them to brin 
him | in, and gave direction to bring Ha ink 
rin 


— - i 5 
C. - ; r 
E ; 1 
ey * 5 . « * 
N * 1 "INJ 
L Ke. 2 
1 ME WT” ons 
W $1 AK CT - ** 
0 7 * 3 7 n * 
7 N 25 8 9 , 5 
L : 


Alk Se 46 as much glee, as if the old man 520 5 ar- 
rived in a coach and fix. The planter was pleaſed 
at his humanity, as he thought it, but was ſurprized 
at his frequently thankingthe poor creature for com- 
ing to break into his ſtore, and charged him always 
to come when he wanted victuals, and if the people 
were a ſleep to break the pantry or the ſtore.— 
„% You ſeem ſurprized, Sir, ſays he to the planter, 
but I will diſappoint the ſcoundrel.— What 
ſcoundrel?ꝰ “ This poor fellow's maſter, Sir. I 
have known this negroe ſixteen years, when he was 
worth any fix negroes his maſter had; faithful, dili- 
gent, and ſkilful; but now he is worn down by age, 
and is grown filly, the ſcoundrel drives him away, 
in hopes that he will break into ſome houſe to ſteal, 
and be apprehended, when he will become the pro- 
ſecutor, and claim by the law of the iſland 11 
unds. But I will circumvent the raſcal.” And then 
: laid the ftricteſt injunction on his houſe-keeper, 
and ſervants, always to encourage the old man to 
come there for food. Now I am ſpeaking of cruelty 
exerciſed on an old man, what will be thought of 
a chief juſtice of the iſland, whom I knew well? 
This man hayin ing heard that a favourite.negroe man, 
in the vigour of his life, belonging to himſelf, was 
convicted and condemned to be hanged, ſent off the 
fellow, under pretence of having him executed on 
the property he, belonged" to, in terrorem, to the 
other negroes, to a diſtant eſtate, and had a ſuper- 


annuated old watchman, paſt labour, hanged up in 


the ſtead of the criminal. It ſeems that the old 
man's name was Mingo ; and the only puniſhment 
the maſter underwent was that of being denomi- 


| nated in the party writings of that time, which 


were violent, Old Minga,. 
By 
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* By Clauſe gth, the penalty on perſons mutilating 


or diſmembering their ſlaves is increaſed, by ad- 
ding to the fine of 1001. inflicted by former laws, 
the puniſhment of impriſonment, not exceed- 
ing twelve months; and, in certain caſes, mu- 


tilated ſlaves are to be declared free ;—and in all 


ſuch caſes the Court is authorized to direct, that 
the fine of 1001. be paid over to the juſtices and 
veſtry of the pariſh, who, in conſideration there- 
of, are to allow to ſuch ſlave declared free, ten 

unds per annum for maintenance and ſupport, 
during life. By the ſame clauſe the juſtices and 
veſtry are appointed a council of protection, for 
the purpoſes of making full inquiry into the 
mutilation of ſlaves, and for proſecuting to effect 
ſuch owner or owners as may have been guilty 


thereof. And by Clauſe 1oth it is enacted, That 


in caſe any information is made before any juſtice 
of the peace, that any flave or ſlaves is or are 
mutilated and confined, it ſhall and may be law- 
ful for ſuth juſtice of the peace, and he is re- 
uired, to iflue his warrant to the marſhal or 
conſtable, to bring the ſlave or ſlaves before him 
for inſpection. By this regulation the power of 
concealment is endeavoured to be taken from the 
owner ; for, as it is not required that the in- 
formation ſhould be on oath, the magiſtrate is 
enabled to obtain a view of the fact, on evidence 
which, in other caſes, is, and ought to be, in- 
admiſſible.“ l 


The whole matter of theſe clauſes, like that ot 
the preceding one, is moſt excellent, and will be 


attended with the moſt ſalutary conſequences; for 


by the words any information, certainly the infor- 


mation 
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mation from a negroe ſhould authorize- the ma- 
giſtrate to iſſue his warrant, and the knowledge of 


this will be the means of preventing cruelty, or 


of detecting it.— The application of the fine, li- 
berating the negroe, and appointing the juſtices 
and veſtry a Council of protection, are all fraught 


with wiſdom and juſtice, and ſhew that the Aſſem- 


bly is in earneſt to put a ſtop to cruelty. Indetd their 
conduct, that is, of a majority of them, reſpecting 
the bill, is highly praiſe-worthy; but one cannot help 
regretting, that this law, or ſomething like it, had 
not been paſſed long fince. We became poſſeſſed of 
the iſland of Jamaica, I think, in A. D. 1655, and 


in 1781, nay, in 1788, that is 133 years after, we 


are beginning to make laws, for the firſt time effec- 
tual laws, for the protection of the lives and limbs 
of our negroes! What bloody entries have been 
made in the indelible records of heaven in that 
period ? | 


% By Clauſe 11th, it is enacted, That if any 
. *© perſon ſhall murder any ſlave, whether his own 


“ property or not, he ſhall ſuffer death for ſuch. 


#* offence.” | 
* And, in order more effectually to prevent the 
« deſtruction of negroes, by exceſſive labour and 
* unreaſonable puniſhments, the ſurgeon of every 
te plantation, by a ſubſequent clauſe, is required to 
give in, on oath, to the juſtices and veſtry, an 


% annual account of the decreaſe and increaſe of 
ie the ſlaves of ſuch plantation, with the cauſes of 


* ſuch decreaſe, to the beſt of his knowledge, 
judgment, and belief.—On this head the Com- 
mittee cannat but remark, how tender and cau- 
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* tious every rational manager muſt neceſſarily be, 
* in the puniſhments which he r who 

& conſiders that he has a reſident inſpe&or into his 
* conduct; and that the puniſhment of death may 


= * 
1 
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6 follow an abuſe of his authority.” 


Here again riſes the —_ of deception, and holds 
up theſe two ſpecious, but fallacious clauſes, to the 
eyes of the people of England at large, who will 
not, one in an hundred of them, know that by the 
common law, benefit of clergy is allowed, in all 
caſes where it is not expreſsly barred by ſtatute; and 
here we ſee that the ſtatute does not bar it, there- 
fore the murder of negroes ſtood after theſe acts, viz. 
acts of 1781 and 1787, juſt as it did before, that is 
to ſay, it was manſlaughter, and the puniſhment, 
touching the hand with a warm iron. This being 
the caſe, and the Committee knowing it to be the 
caſe when they formed their report, how could they 
hold up to the publick ſo palpable a deception, 
which they could not but know every man in the leaſt 
verſed in legal diſquiſitions, would fee through ?— 
But the formal and ſeemingly grave ee that 
concludes the laſt cited clauſe, is intolerable. Be- 
yond a doubt, whatever corrupts the heart, darkens 
the underſtanding; or how elſe could men of ſtron 


abilities ſuppoſe, that ſo palpable a fraud would 
paſs undetected, and unexpoſed ? | | 


„ Neither does the law extend its protection to 
“the induſtrious and faithful negroe only; provi- 
« fton is made for the ſupport of ſuch fugitives and 

* criminals as are apprehended and lodged in the 

% gaols and work-houſes of this iſland ; the daily 
** allowance of good and wholeſome food, yt 
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by Clauſe 31 to be given to every ſlave in cdn» 


« finement, being abundantly liberal, and, as we 
* conceive, unexampled in moſt other countries, to 
* unhappy perſons in ſimilar circumſtances.” 


This is a wiſe and meritorious clauſe. However, 
it hath not all the merit that would be attributed to 
it by people in England for the following reaſons. 
Until the paſſing of the ſlave law, of the preſent 
ſeſſion, there was no proviſion made by law fe gaol 
deliveries of negroes, in conſequence of which, 
negroes committed for pretended offences, have 
been ſuffered to remain in gaol for life, without any 
crime proved, without ever being brought to trial 
at all, and probably without any offence having been 
committed. A man at enmity with his neighbour, 
ſees that a particular negroe is of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to his maſter, who, by means of that 


niegroe, enjoys ſome advantage over his neighbours; 


perhaps he is an excellent ſugar-boiler, a good diſ- 
tiller, cooper, maſon, ſmith, or carpenter ; he may 
underſtand the breaking of horſes, cattle, &c,—or 
he rides race-horſes, is a good coachman, butler,—or 
ſome how or other, he is the cauſe of envy to ſome 
perſon. That man's ox is killed, and he by re- 
wards, or the fear of puniſhment, induces one of 
his negroes to inform that the envied negroe has 
killed it. He is thereupon committed to gaol, 


where, no longer exciting envy, he is forgotten, his 


maſter dies, or goes off the iſland, and the negroe 
remains for years in priſon. Now, in this view, is 
there any thing above negative merit, in that legi- 
flature, which omitting to provide for ſpeedy trials, 


and regular gaol deliveries, does not ſtarve the 


neglected priſoners to death? Certainly not: but 


ſome 
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ſome may ſuppoſe that no ſuch caſes happen L 


aver they do: I was (es this ſeſſion, when, 
amongſt other demands Brought againſt the publick 


by the gaoler of Kingſton, two were read and re- 


ferred to a committee; one for the maintenance of 
a negroe, who had 3 in gaol, after having laid 
there ſix years, without having been brought to 
trial; the other, for the maintenance of another 


negroe, now living, and in gaol, who has been 


there ſeven years, without any trial. — The new 
law has provided for gaol deliveries, at leaſt every 


three months. Reſpecting negroes committed, or 
more properly ſent, to the work-houſe, it muſt be 
obſerved, that whoever pleaſes may ſend his own' 
Negroes to the work-houſe, without affigning any 
reaſon whatever, and order them to be puniſhed ;' 
and is there then much humanity in not ſtarving to 
death thoſe who are arbitrarily ſent to the work-' 


houſes, which here are houſes of correction, and 


who are puniſhed not only without trial, but often 
without crime, and merely at the ſuggeſtion of 
paſſion or caprice ? | : | 


Having thus briefly ſtated the protection which _ 
te the laws of this iſland have provided for our ſlaves, 
* in the grand circumſtance of perſonal ſafety; we 
nh. proceed to the ſecond head, namely, to proye, 


% that the flave-laws in this iſland are executed with 


* Humanity, mildneſs, and mercy.” By the ſlave- laws 
« here alluded to, we underſtand the laws, and 
« clauſes of laws, which aſſign penalties and pu- 

tranſgreſſions of 
«© our ſlaves as affect the publick: and, in order to 
% obtain the fulleſt information on this head, we 
% have called on the ſeveral clerks of the peace TW 
40 | 


4 njiſhments on ſuch offences an 
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ie the different precincts and pariſhes, for returns 
« of all trials of ſlaves, with the charges, convic- 
tion, and puniſhment fgyerally had thereon,” for 
“ ſeveral years laſt paſt, viz. From the iſt of Ja- 

1% nuary 1784, to the zoth of September 1788 ; 
«From theſe returns we are enabled to ſtate the 


| * 


following circumſtances:— 


In the pariſhes and precinct of St. Catheri 
% St. John, St. Dorothy, and St. Thomas in th 
« Vale, containing 21,772 ſlaves, the number of 
« capital convictions and executions were four 
« only, in the ſaid interval: l 
e In the pariſh of St. Andrew, containing , 613 
* ſlaves, we find only one execution, in the ſaid 
% interval : 7 7 ; 
* In the pariſhes and precin& of St. Thomas in 
«the Eaſt, and St. David, containing 23, 373 ſlaves, 
% the number of capital convictions and executions 
« were ten, in the ſaid interval: | 
% In the pariſhes and precin& of St. Mary and 
St. George, containing 22, 194 ſlaves, the num- 
ber of capital convictions and executions werg 
four, in the ſaid interval: By. 


In the pariſh of St. Ann, containing 13, 324 
% flaves, the number of capital convictions and 
« executions were two, in the ſaid interval: 
«© In the patiſh of Trelawny, containing 19,318 
„ ſlaves, the flumber of capital convictipns and 
_ © executions were ſeven, in the ſaid interval: 
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dé In the pariſh of St. James, containing 18, 546 
* ſlaves, the number of capital convictions and exe» 


In the pariſh of Hanover, containing 17, 61 
5e ſlaves, the number of capital convictions and 
«*executions were two, in the ſaid interval: 


„In the pariſh of Weſtmoreland, containing 
* 16,700 ſlaves, the number of capital convictions 
and executions were four, in the {aid interval: 


In the pariſh of St. Elizabeth, containing 
« 13, 280 ſlaves, the number of capital convictions 
«« and executions were eight, in the ſaid interval: 


1 In the pariſhes and precinct of Clarendon and 
« Vere, containing 22,234 ſlaves, the number of 
te capital convictions and executions were ſeven, in 
« the ſaid interval: VV 


% In the ſeveral towns and pariſhes of Kingſton, 
* Port-Royal, and Portland, containing 12,928 
** ſlaves, there do not appear to be any capital con- 
cc victions within the Hh riod ; but the records 
« of trials in the town of } Kingſton, previous to 
* 1767, are not'to-be found,” 2-2-6; 


« # 
+ .-  & 


The total appears to be, 52 executions in four 


years and nine months, which is not more than 


«© 11 per annum for the laſt five years, out, of 
* 210,894 flaves: —a proof of lenity in the exe- 
„ cution of our criminal laws, note be ſurpaſſed, 
as g conceive, by any nation in Europe. Nag 
mY thing further, therefore, ſcems rs Fm, 
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# added oh this head, except the goth Clauſe of 


the preſent Conſolidated Slave-Bill, which direQs, 


« that in all caſes where the puniſhment of death 
4 is inflicted, the execution ſhall be performed in a 


_& publick. part of the pariſh, and with due ſolem- 
ce nity; and care ſhall be taken by the gaoler or 


« deputy-marſhal, that the criminal is free from 


*« intoxication at the time of his trial, and from 


% thence to, and at, the time of his execution, 
* under the penalty of five pounds: and the mode 
* of ſuch execution is directed to be, hanging b 
ce the neck, and no other: It is likewiſe provided, 
* that where ſeveral ſlaves ate capitally convicted 
« for the ſame offence, one only ſhall ſuffer death, 
* except in caſes of murder or rebellion.” 


On this part of the Report I ſhall be compelled 


to renew the charges of ſuppreſſion of evidence. 
To prove that the laws of the iſland afford protec- 
tion to ſlaves on the grand article of perſonal ſafety, 


the Committee ought to have ſhewn not only that 
the law had affigned adequate penalties and puniſh- 
ments on white people who abuſed, maimed, or 


diſmembered ſlaves, but alſo that thoſe proviſions of 
© law had been faithfully exerted for the protec- 


on and perſorial ſafety of flaves ; neither of which 


they have done: for, in the firſt caſe, the higheſt 


uniſhment aſſigned by the laws, at the time the 
Ne was made, for the moſt deliberate and bar- 


= 


barous. murder of a flave, was applying an iron to 
the palm of the murderer's hand, which might be 
warm or cold, according to the bribe given to the 
. executioner ; and this being the extremeſt puniſh- 
ment for aggravated murder, the puniſhment. for 
inferior degrees of cruelty could not be much. I 
2 18 | J repeat, 


o 
* 


repeat, that for diſmemberment of ſlaves, I ktiow 
but of one man puniſhed, and that ſince the peo- 
ple of Britain have intereſted themſelves on behalf 
of ſlaves; whereas I know many inſtances of diſ- 
memberments. I have already hinted at men now _ 
living, who have not only diſmembered but mur- 
dered ſcores of negroes, and yet have never been 
called to any account.—On this head, let one inſtance 
ſuffice, which inſtance was known to the Commit 
tee: A Jew determined to whip one of his negroes 
to death, and avowed that determination; he began 
the lingering murder with his own hands, - and 
whipped until his ſtrength was exhauſted, and then 
put the whip into other hands ſucceſſively, and 
urged them on until the tragedy was compleated in 
his own preſence, and by his own order: all which 
was proved on his trial, of all which he was found 
GUILTY, convicted, and ſentenced; What? — Im- 
1 life? No: For ſeven years? No: 
e was fined in all he had? No: — In what? FIVE 
POUNDS !—with this mockery of God and juſtice, 
to give it an air of ſeverity, that he ſhould be im- 
prifoned until he paid the fine, which he did in- 

ſtantly, and went out laughing. All this, I ſa 
was known to the Committee at the very time tach 
aſſertion of the protection afforded to the ſlaves in 
the grand circumſtance of perſonal ſafety was made. 
I deny, that the ſlave laws have been executed with 
humanity, mildneſs, and mercy ; and I aver, that - 
the Committee, at the time they framed this de- 
ceptive report, had before them the moſt authen- 
tick proofs of abominable cruelty in the execu- 
tion of thoſe very laws: they acknowledge that 
« they bad callen on the ſeveral clerks of the peace 
« of the different pariſhes, for returns of ALL 
« trials 
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'& trials of ſlaves, with the charges, ConvieTIONs, 
4 and PUNISHMENTS ſeycrally had thereon,” & e. 
Now, how comes it, that inſtead of AL trials, 
- ConvicTioNs, and Punis#MENTs had thereonz 
the Committee have choſe to report the convictions 
of capital offences only ? The reaſon was this, the 


ber (which, by the way, ſhews the wickedneſs of 
thoſe writers who endeavour to repreſent the ne- 
groes as vindictive and iraſcible in the extreme) 
whereas the diſmemberments and other violent 


puniſhments were ſo numerous that they would 


not bear inſpection, with any hope of impreſſing 
Britons with the idea which was intended to be 
given, that the laws were adminiſtered with hu- 
manity, mildneſs, and mercy. This was the real 
reaſon of reporting on the capital offences only. 


Pariſhes and Precin& of St. Thomas and 8t. 


David.—* The number of capital convictions and 
«© executions were ten.” This pariſh, neverthe- 
leſs, was infamous for diſmemberment. 


« Pariſh of St. Ann's.—Capital convictions and 


. executions two.” In this pariſh, nevertheleſs, 


there are two men alive at this hour, whoſe neigh- 
bours ſay poſitively, and every one believes, have 
each of them murdered ſcores of their own ne- 
groes, of which murders no inquifition or inquiry 
of any kind has been made. 


« Pariſh of St. James. Capital convictions and 


« executions three.” In this pariſh one = 


deſtroyed in leſs than three years by cruelty and 
abſolute murder 136 of his own negroes, of which 
5 | C 2 murders 


2 3 
% 
— 
1 1 


capital convictions were comparatively few in num 


murders no inqueſt hath been tans or taken; ad | 


yet the Committee ſay that the ſlaves: are under 


the A * the laws wg FO to Peron | 
INE" | | ff s 


0 60 Ih the pariſhes of Pere Portland, nnd 
© Kingſton, there do not appear to have been 
% any _ convictions.” - How. ſhould; they 
appear, when the records by which. only they could 
be ſhewn by the clerks of the peace, were not pro- 
duced? Had thoſe records contained matter fa- 
vourable to the object of the Committee, they 
would probably have been found, or n they 
would not have been loſt. | 7 


| «© "The total appears to be 52 executions, in four 
years and nine months.“ . Theſe are the execu- 
tions by ſentence of the law; had the numbers of 
rivate murders been added, there would not have 
een room to mention lenity. | 


« On the third ground of .inquiry, we are to 
« demonſtrate, ** That the laws have made pro- 
* vi/ion to grant flaves days reſt, and to prevent 
* their being in want of the 3 of life. 

% Although we conceive that this aſſertion has. 
<< been ſufficiently eſtabliſhed, by the recital: al- 
ready given of ſuch clauſes of our laws as relate 
„ to the ſubſiſtence of our ſlaves # yet, as the 
«© words, * ſufficient time, in one of the clauſes 
«« referred to, left a diſcretionary power in the 
* maſter, we ſhall take occaſion, in a ſubſequent 
* part of our report, to ſhew that the legiſlature 
« has provided a remedy againſt any poſſible abuſe 
of ſuch diſcretionary authority: But the 9 

ther 
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% ther diſcuſſion of this ſubject is deferred, until 
« we treat of the new ſlave- bill, paſſed the preſent 
« ſeſſion.” Ds |. 1 


This article has been obſeryed on before, and 
although it is there ſhewn that the proviſion, as it 
is termed, made by the law, had not had, nor could 
be expected to have any operation, yet the com- 
mittee with it to be ſuppoſed, that the laws amply 
Provided for the purpoſes here mentioned; yet by 
referring to the new bill, the committee indirectly 
acknowledge the inefficacy of the old laws. 


% On the fourth and /aft ground of our re- 

« ſearches, namely, to demonſtrate, ** That the 
** decreaſe of our ſlaves does not ariſe from the cauſes 
*« afigned in the petitions preſented ta the. Britiſh 
«© Houſe of Commons, but from other cauſes not im- 
% putable to us, and which the people of Great Bri- 
* tain do not ſeem to comprebend; the Committee, 
* after diligent inquiry and inveſtigation, are of 
opinion, that the following are the principal 
«* cauſes to which the alleged decreaſe of our 
* ſlaves ought juſtly to be imputed : /, The diſ- 
proportion between the ſexes, in the annual im- 
« fportations from Africa: 2d, The loſs of new ne- 
e groes, on or ſoon after their arrival, from epidemic 
* diſeaſes brought from Africa, er contracted in the 
payage. 3 | 


Does not ariſe from the cauſes aſſigned,” not 
ſolely, but certainly in a very great degree. 


Not imputable to us,” this aſſertion is ſo far 
juſt as it refers to the numbers which periſhed by 
| C 3 | _ "famine. 


5 
famine for want of the ports being open, and the 
diſproportion between the ſexes which is very 
great, and the diſeaſes contracted in the voyage; 
but certainly a great proportion of the decreaſe 
ariſes from cauſes juſtly imputable. 2 

It appears from the Report that 31, 181 negroes 
have periched between ber, of the ſhips and 
the days of fales; now, if we allow on an average, 
fifteen days between the days of reports and the 
days of the fales, and if we allow the paſſages from 


my 


— 


Guinea to the iſlands on an average to be four times 


as long, that is ſixty days, and count the mortality 
on board during all the horrible circumſtances of the 
aſſage, to be only in like proportion as to number of 
deaths, and add thoſe numbers to 31,181, the 
number that periſhed in port, we ſhall have the 


whole number of lives loſt by crowding, I may ſay, 
cramming, thoſe wretches by hundreds into ſhips 


which are not ſufficient to hold properly. half the 
numbers that have been put into them. 


Died after their arrival, — — _ 31,181 


On the paſſages, — — — 15, 24,724 


1, 55,905 
One hundred and fifty- five thouſand nine hun- 


dred and five negroes periſhed of thoſe that have 


been embarked for Jamaica, ſay in port and in 


paſſages. Farther, let us ſuppoſe, that for all the 
windward and leeward iſlands belonging to Great 


Britain put together, a number of negroes have 5 
been embarked equal to thoſe embarked for Jam- 


aica, and that to the French, Spaniſh, Dutch, and 
Daniſh iflands and colonies altogether, as many 
as 


* 8 * * 


5 Ts 1 


28 to the Britiſh; and that. ths nts has 
been p 


* * 2 
FI 


count of the loſs of lives will ſtand thus ;— 
Loſt of thoſe embarked for Jamaica, — 15 5905 


Ditto, and leeward iſlands, '- = 155905 


Ditto, foreign colonies, = - 311810 
289 4 6% —— 


623620 


Six hundred and twenty-three thouſand fix hun- 
dred and twenty ! a number at which humanity is 
petrified with horror. After mature conſidera- 
tion I do ſolemnly believe the real number to be 
much nearer the double of this, 


4 


The Maroon negroes ſhould not be added to the 
number of negroes now alive in the iſland, in cal- 
culating the quantum of increaſe of flaves ; ; for 
theſe people are not the progeny of negroes im- 


ported by the Britiſh, they are the deſcendants of 


the Spaniards when the iſland was conquered by 


Penn and Venables, who fled to the mountains 
and defended their liberty. It is true they have 

many concubines in the plantations in the low- 
lands, from which connexions no doubt children 


have ſprung, but as the child follows the condition 


of the mother, and becomes the ſlave of the owner 
of the mother, it is evident theſe children rather 1 in- 
cline the balance the other . 


I think the war of free people of colour eſti- 
en at dee is taken much too high. 


roportionate to the number, then the ag · 


84 The | 
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of wholeſome proviſions, that they had not ſtrength 
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of 2 and 1781, for the importation of proviſions 
in 


oreign bottoms, was in reality not more than 
two months; for, as it was from the States on the 
continent only that we could expect any quantities 
of ſupplies, if we allow one month for the pro- 
clamation to reach them, and one month for the 
paſſage of the ſhips, there was not ſo much as 
two months for the American merchants to ſpe- 
culate in and collect cargoes of proviſions: for un- 
doubtedly towards the latter end of the third month 
of the proclamation, that is, the ſecond of its pro- 
mulgation in the ſtates, they would begin to be 
fearful of their ſteps in caſe of .contrary winds, or 
other detention ariſing after the time limited by the 
proclamation, and of their being ſeized. For to add 
to the calamities of the iſland, the revenue officers 
that were about that time ſent out from Britain, 
ſeemed to be compoſed. of pettyfogging attornies, 
or of ſuch as had been infiructed by them, how 
to conſtrue the letter of the laws diametrically op- 
ſite to the ſpirit thereof ; ſo that foreigners were 
terrified from coming into our ports. As to the 
prolongation for one month, it could hardly anſwer. 


any good purpoſe, becauſe by the time that fo- 


reigners could receive notice of it, the term of the 
prolongation would be expired, or expiring, and 
no time left to bring in this aſſiſtance. No man 
all the while blamed the Lieutenant Governor, be- 
cauſe they knew that his hands were tied down by 
orders from home. | | 


The conſtitutions of the negroes had been ſo 
debilitated and broken down by the former want 
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to ſupport themſelves under the return of famine, 
and dropped off in numbers. 


Forrible indeed was the tragedy after the fifth 
hurricane in 1786; and fo far have the Committee 
been from exaggerating the calamities of the iſland, 

by ſtating the loſs at 1 5000 of lives, that I am 
convinced from much inquiry, that they have 
ſtated them too low by ſeveral thouſands. I cannot 
be ſuppoſed to be influenced by reſentment from 
my oven loſſes on this occaſion, for thanks be to 
the God of mercy, I foreſaw and was enabled to 
provide againſt the ſeveral droughts and conſequent 

famines, ſo that I did not loſe the life of a fingle 
negro, . by the want of wholeſome proviſions: on 
the contrary, they were more healthy and vigorous 
than at any other time, fo at leaſt other people faid; 
but I accounted for it from their comparing. them 
with the poor emaciated famine-worn creatures 
they ſaw on other plantations, and the contraſt 
was ſo ſtriking, as could not but claim their at- 
tention. This brought about inquiries into my 
management of my negroes in regard to feeding 
them; and I have the comfort to be aſſured, that 
beſide preſerving my own negroes, I was the means 
of ſome thouſands more being preſerved. 


Beſide the enormous numbers that perifhed out- 
right during the famine, and which from much 
inquiry and various relations, I am fully perſuaded 
exceeded 21,000, I do firmly believe that a far 
greater number were ſo debilitated and broken 
don in their conſtitutions, that they gradually 
Pined and lingered. away; but as they died not 
during the immediate. ſcarcity, their death was at- 
- SB SIM tributed. 
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tributed to fluxes, dropſies, &c. without conſiders 
ing that thoſe diſeaſes were conſequences of the 
debility induced by the preceding famine. Now, 
were the whole number of lives loſt during the 
time of actual ſcarcity, added to the far greater 
numbers who fell by its ſlow effects after the 
ſcarcity was over, though as really deſtroyed by 
the famine as thoſe who fell during its rage, the 
ſum would be horrible. But when we conſider that 
had the latter hurricane occurred a few days, ten 
days ſooner, an immenſe quantity of . the great 
corn, the bulk of which was but juſt got in 
when the ſtorm commenced, and was the only 
ſpecies of proviſion of conſequence then in the 
inland; I fay, - had that hurricane occurred ten 
days or a fortnight ſooner, that would have, great 
t of it, been deſtroyed : the certain conſequences 
of which would have been univerſal famine, for 
every inferior ſpecies of proviſion had been before 
exhauſted. The ifland muſt inevitably have been 
depopulated. Unthinking minds ſay, that the de- 
ſtruction that did occur, and the general deſtruc- . 
tion which by divine mercy we barely eſcaped, 
had it alſo come upon us, were the effects of 
thoſe tempeſts and droughts and famines, and the 
inevitable works of God: the tempeſts, droughts, 
and conſequent famines were fo ho doubt, and 
wrought for wiſe, good, and ultimately gracious 
purpoſes ; but if the deſtruction of ſo many poor 
flaves are to be attributed to Providence, it muſt . 
not be to its operations on the elements, ſo much 
as by the blindneſs which was ſuffered to come 
over the i, © heh 4 of thoſe in the charge of 


government, to a degree as to tie down the 
Governor of a colony at the diſtance of 5009 m_ 
ES 1 : Q 
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fo as that not only the property and happineſs of 
that colony, but even its exiſtence ſhould be haze 
arded, rather than that he ſhould depart. from the 
regulations made in Britain. What will poſterity 
think of ſuch monſtrous abuſe of the powers en- 
truſted in the hands of government for the benefit, 
e and general good of thoſe who gave 
es le, into their hands? Nay, what will 

k of a people who would ſubmit to ſee 

aa ſacrifices to NW ſpirit of obſtinacy, which 
a few men on the other ſide of the globe called 
wiſdom? There was an eaſy remedy for thoſe 
terrible evils, and which, if it had been time- 
oufly applied, would have ſaved the lives of (in my 
inion) more than 30,000 people; but we muſt 
believe that the ſpirit of blindn s had ſtricken the 


minds: of the people alſo, as wall as thoſe of their 
princes and rulers, 


| The Committee ſtate two . I . in EY 
dition to thoſe mentioned the decreaſe of 
the negroes. 1ſt, The 3 proportion of deaths 


that 3 n among the negroes newly imported; 
and, ad, he loſs amongſt the negro infants. 


Wich reſpe& to the firſt, great part of thoſe 
deaths are the effects of the ſame cauſes which oc- 
caſion ſo many deaths during the paſſage from 
Africa, and in the ports of the iflands where they 
arrive, and before they are landed; theſe are per- 
turbation of mind, foul and putrid air, water, and 
proviſions, ſorrow for what they have . _ 
dread of what ont are going 1% 


For obſervations on the ſecond; ſee. the notes on 
the examinations oſ Meſſrs. Chiſholme, Anderſon; 
and Quier, annexed ta the Report. 


Fee IL YG ee: KY THIEN £1 ODEITE BRITO LI SIT TTY 
I have no doubt, but that the regulations made 
by the Britiſh Act of Parliament, in reſttaining 
and proportioning the number of negroes to be 
taken on board to the tonnage of the ſhips, eſpecially 
if farther regulations ſhould be added, reſpecting 
the time beyond which ſhips ſhall not remain on 
the coaſt of Africa, quantity of water, &c. will be 
the means not only of preſerving the lives of thou- 
ſands on the paſſage, but of many more, by pre- 
venting the infectious putrid diſorders, which con- 
taminate the blood of thoſe who do not immedi- 
ately ſink under it. 78584 11 4 


3 The offender will have the ſecurity, both of | 
PR grand and petit jury.“ . 


This was ſtruck out of the bill by the Council, 
and as the law now ſtands, there is no grand jury, 
and the petit jury conſiſts but of nine. The afſem- 
bly were obliged to concur; as they found after a 
conference of the two Houſes, which laſted two 
days, the bill would be. loſt if they did not ac- 
quieſce in the alteration ;. nor indeed would it have 
paſſed at all, but for the alarm that was caught on 
the arrival, -I may fay the providential arrival, of a. 
packet from Britain, which brought no diſpatches 
but for the governor, and naval commanders in 
chief, and the Governor's [declarations that the ſaid 
packet was Tent out by government expreſsly on 
the negroe | buſineſs. This alarmed the Council, 
and ſuch of the Houſe of Aſſembly as had 1 

ö | | & 
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the moſt beneficial regulations in the bill. Which 


L a5 ] 
bill, as now. paſſed into a law, after all the alter- 
ations by the council, ſtill is an immenſe meliora- 
tion of the ſituation of the negroes, if faithfully 
executed, amongſt-which this article is the firſt ; 
that of providing gaol deliveries every three months 
at leaſt, by PUBLICK TRIALS, not by dark and 
packed juntos in a corner; by the Juſtices being 
compelled to grant warrants, on any information to 
bring before them negroes diſmembered, mutilated, 
or. cruelly treated this laſt is, I believe, not in the 
bill expreſsly, but I hope Juſtices will think it 
implied; — by appointing councils of protection for 
the abuſed ſlave, without which an attempt to ob- 
tain redreſs would have been deemed an unpardon- 
able crime, and puniſhed with ſtill greater cruelty ;z— 
by. the providing proviſion for, and in ſome caſes 
declaring them. free ;—by obliging the proprietors 


of ſlaves or other repreſentatives to give in on oath, 


accounts annually of the increaſe or decreaſe of 
their ſlaves, and the reſpective Doctors who attend 
the plantations, to certify on oath the cauſe of the 
deaths; — by giving in like manner accounts of the 
quantity of cloathing ſupplied the negroes, and the 
quantity of ground cultivated in proviſions, and 


the time allowed the ſlaves to cultivate their own 
grounds: all theſe are capital regulations, and if 


faithfully adhered to, will be attended with the 
happieſt effects. Good laws can do much, but it 
is from the manners of a people that they muſt 
derive their beſt effects. . | 


Neither courts of quarter ſeſſion nor juſtices, 
c ſhall have power to order any flave to be muti- 
c lated or maimed for any offence whatever.” 


What 
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What muſt have been the practice that made it 
requiſite to reftrain courts and magiſtrates from 


maiming and mutilating ? 


The clauſe reſp Qing the converſion and bap- 
tiſm of ſlaves is duſt for the eyes of the people in 


Britain. It puts me in mind of a circumſtance 
that occurred on board a coaſting veſſel, which 
was blown off the coaſt, the maſter and mate of 


which were totally ignorant of the methods of 


keeping an account of the ſhip's way in the ocean; 


and of aſcertaining her place and ſituation to the land; 
which the ſeamen obſerving were greatly alarmed 
at. I wiſh,” faid the maſter to the mate, our 
c poor wives knew where we are: —“ I wiſh,” 
faid one of the ſeamen, ** we knew ourſelves where 
% we are.” I apprehend there is ſomething re- 
quiſite previous to maſters, miſtreſſes, and overſeers 
endeavouring to inſtruct their negroes in the prin- 
ciples of the Chriftian religion. 55 


« Another very important objec· of this bill ib 
ce the correction of two material errors which had 


t been accidentally made in the conſolidated flaye- 
bill of laſt year: The words, without benefit 


© of clergy,” in the clauſe which aſſigns the pu- 
* niſhment of death to perſons wantonly killing 


a negro or other ſlave, having been undeſign- 
© edly omitted—theſe are now reſtored: - And 


& another clauſe in the ſaid cbnſolidated ſlave-bill, 


- « which inflicted puniſhments on perſons wanton- 
* ly and cruelly beating flaves, and impriſoning 


% them without ſufficient ſuppoft, having been 
« interpreted not to extend to ſuch ſlaves as mo 7 
| | Ot. 
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ir the property of the offender, has been amended, 


% and the protection which it affords is now ex- 
% tended to all flaves, without diſtttiftion.” 


Fot does this comport with the grave obſet- 
vations and cautions cited in pages, 6, 7 and 8. 


% Further, in the view of reſtraining arbi- 
« tary puniſhments, it is, by the faid bill, enact- 
«.cd, That no flave on any plantation or fettle- 
© merit, or in any of the workhouſes or gaols in 
% this-iſland, ſhall receive more than ten laſhes at 
% a time, and for one offence, unlefs the owner, 
te attorney, guardian, executor, adminiſtrator, or 


* overſeer of ſuch plantation or ſettlement; or ſu- 


« petviſor of ſuch workhouſe, or keeper of ſuch 
% gaol, ſhalt be preſent ; and no ſuch owner, at- 
* torney, guardian, executor, adminiſtrator, or 
& overſeer, ſuperviſor, or gaol-keepet, ſhall, on 
« any account, puniſh a ſlave with more than 
* thirty-nine laſhes, at one time, and for one of- 
te ferice, under the penalty of five pounds for 
% each offence, to be recovered againſt the perſon 


« direfting or permitting ſuch puniſhment. 


1 do not like the manner in which this Elauſe is 
expteſſed, I fear it will be greatly abuſed, at one 


„ time Ap for one offence,” I think it ſhould 


have been, for one'offence : as it now ſtands, I ap- 
prehend the number of laſhes limited by the law 
will not prevent the repetition of the lame number 
of laſhes, the day after the firſt whipping is in- 


flicted, and fo de die in diem, to the extent of the 
rage and cruelty of the perſon who directs the pu- 
niſhment. | | 


«© Another 
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ec ready obſerved) is to ſecure to our ſlaves days 


«. of reſt, and ſufficient time to cultivate thæir 


% grounds, in order to 1 their being in want 
* of the neceſſaries of life: For which purpoſe, 


« after reciting, that although it hath been cuſ- a 


<« totnary with the planters in this iſland to allow 
* their flaves one day in every fortnight (exclu- 
« five of Sundays); yet this indulgence. not being 
* compulſory, it is enacted by the faid bill, 
that the ſlaves belonging to, or employed on, 
„ every plantation or ſettlement, ſhall, over and 
© above the uſual holidays allowed them at 
« Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Whitſuntide, . be allow- 
« ed one day in every fortnight, to cultivate their 
© own SAG: AIG (excluſive. of Sundays), 
« except during the time of crop, under the pe- 
“ nalty of ten pounds, to be recovered againſt the 


* overſeer, or other perſon having the cage of ſuch 


„ ſlaves.” | | 


With comparatively very few indeed was it cuſ- $ 


be Another object of this bill (as hath heen at | 


tomary, and what follows, yet not being com- 


% pulſory,” proves what I have aſſerted in a former 
note. 2 . WE 

« Laſtly, with intention to prevent, as far as 
te poſſible, the great mortality which has been 
« ſtated to prevail among the new-born negro in- 
* fants, it is alſo enacted, That, in caſe it ſhall 
, appear to the ſatisfaction of the jyſtices and 


e veſtry of each pariſh, from the returns re- 


« quired to be made annually, there has been a 


«© natural increaſe in the number of ſlaves on any 


« ſuch plantation, pen, or other ſettlement, the 


«© owner 


« overſeer ſhall be entitled to receive from the. 


* 1 


* 
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owner or proprietor of ſuch plantation, pen, or 

other ſettlement, the ſum of twenty ſhillings. 
« for every flave born on ſuch plantation, pen, or 

other ſettlement, and which ſhall be then living, 


©* at the time of giving in ſuch annual returns; 


and the owner or proptietor of ſuch plantation, 
© © pen, or other ſettlement, ſhall have a deduction, 


« from the firſt of his or her publick taxes that 
©& ſhall become due, of the ſum ſo paid to the 
© overſeer, on producing a certificate of the juſti- 
© ces and veſtry of fuch increaſe, and a receipt 
© of, the overſeer for the ſum ſo paid.” 


This is a wiſe regulation, and more good may 
be expected from it than what would ariſe from the 


pecuniary reward. It will, I hope, and believe, be 


the means of introducing a laudable ambition 
amongſt the overſeers to take care of the negroes ; 


and indeed I think that from the infamy that will 


in a little time ſtigmatize ſuch neglect, or at 
leaſt abuſe, of them, much may be expected; but 
ſtill more might. be reaſonably expected were the 
flave trade totally aboliſhed now, or after the im- 
portation of more females. 


The Committee proceed to fay, that ce the mea- 
© ſure of aboliſhing the African ſlave trade muſt 


“ ruin the ſugar iſlands.” | 


I know a plantation in St, Ann's, which in 17 
years hath by procreation, and without purchaſe, 
doubled its number of negroes, and two over. I 
know an inſtance where a deed of gift was made 


of eight negroes in the year 1744, of the pro- 
_ yeny of which eight negroes, there are now in 


1788, 


1 501 


1788, above ſixty-four, that is juſt octuple, the 
original ſtock in forty- four years. The negroes * 
on my own plantation, which within the laſt 
ſeven years has had its labour nearly doubled, 
by having many maſſy buildings to erect, and 
moſt the whole grounds to fence by ſtone 
walls, and many other extraordinary things to do, 
keep up their numbers, and increaſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the peculiar diſadvantages ariſing from thoſe 
circumſtances, from the repeated hurricanes and 
their conſequences in that period, and above all, 
noveithfiantioe that there is a great diſpruportion _ 
of the females to the males, of which former we at 
this time are deficient forty- three. Had I attended 
to the circumſtance of proportioning the ſexes 
when I firſt came into poſſeſſion of the eſtate, I am 
convinced that by this time it would have over- 
flowed with negroes, as would every plantation 
where the number of the ſexes are duly propor- 
tioned, and humanity is exerciſed. This being 
my decided opinion, I am under no ſelfiſh appre- 
henſion from the abolition of the flave trade, nor 
need any one elſe be ſo, who will act agreeably to 
the dictates of conſcience and common ſenſe. | 


Yet it muſt be acknowledged, and I acknow- 
ledge it without reluctance, that the diſpropor- 
tion between the ſexes is the ſource of infinite 
miſery. It is the grand cauſe of the general proſti- 
tution of the negroe women, of diſeaſe, quarrel, 
bloodſhed, incontinence, and want of population.“ 


NOTES 


* It were to be wiſhed our Author had been more explicit on this 
Intereſting point, the diſproportion of the ſexes. He ſeems to have 
formed his opinion from the particular ſituation of his own eſtate, _ 


if & 1 


NoOorEs on the examination of Jars 


CnisHoLME, Eſq. annexed to the Report. 


_ « During fourteen years he has had the care 
of four thouſand negroes hat ſort of medical 


rather than upon a general examination into the matter. The evils 


he here mentions ariſe not from the diſproportion of the ſexes, but 


from their 'unequal diſtribution. There are at this time 480,000 


negro flaves in all the Britiſh ſugar colonies. The Africans (who. 
are imported in the proportion ®* of three females to five males) 
cannot exceed one-fifth of the whole, or 96,000; for theſe all die 
off in 15 years; and one-third in the firſt three years. But about 
13 years ago, the war put a ſtop to their importationz fo 
that Pour. fiche of all aſed before that time muſt be dead, and, 


ſince the peace in 1783, only 85,000 have been imported and kept 


in the Britiſh iſlands, and even of theſe a great part is now dead. 


Among the creoles or native ſlaves, who form four-fifths of the 


whole, . or 384,000, the proportion of the ſexes follows the courſe 


| Thus the negro ſlaves in all the Britiſh * illands divide them · 


ſelvyes into Males 
384-000 creoles — 192000 I92*000 

R nd Aficio (3 to 5) 36000 So. ooo 
480-000 8 Females, 228 · oo Males, 252 · ooo 


or exactly nineteen females to twenty-one males a proportion not 


very different from that of the births of the ſexes throughout the 


world, viz. of 19 females to 20 males. 


But the able calculator juſt referred to hath amply proved, that 


one? the ſexes be born in this laſt proportion, yet the number of 


5 Jamaica Report. 
I Price on Rev. pay. p. 16. 


| 1 Id. vol. I. p. V, $2, 126, 366, 5255˙2 vol. II. p. 3, 145, 245» 
. | OE 2 


actually living, at any one time, is greater than that of the 
males. t Among many inſtances to prove this, he adduces the fol- 


fa lowing remarkable ones. That temperate and healthy claſs of men, 


the church miniſters, and profeſſors of the Univerſities in Scotland, 
have à fund for the maintenance of their widows. The annual 


* 


medium 


4 


Tim F 


care one man can give to four thouſand negroes, 
every two hundred of which on an average are on 
| | | plantations 
medium of their weddings is 30, and the annual medium of widows 
have come upon the fund, for 35 years, is 19 and 1-10th. 
Of the 30 annual marriages then r9 d 1-I0th are diſſolved by the 
huſbands, and not 11 by the death of wives; conſequently . 
the number of widows actually living is to the number of widowers 
as 19 and 1-10th is to 10 and 9-10ths, or nearly double. —In nine 
Jour ending in 1763, there were living in the whole kingdom of 
weden 10 females to 9 males. At Edinburgh, in 1743, there 
were found 4 females to 3 males. "RE 


- But, what is more to our purpoſe, according to Monteſquieu 
more girls than boys are born in hot elimates.“ And the accu- 
rate Kempfer + relates, that at Meaco there were found, by actual 
enumeration, 223-573 females, and only 182072 males. Thus 
circumſtance conſpires to prove that there are more females 
than males living in the world (eſpecially in hot climates); and there 
is not the ſhadow of areaſon to ſuppoſe that the creole negroes are an 
exception to what appears to be the general order of procedure. 


In all countries men live more irregularly, and are more liable 
to accidents than women, and every cauſe unfavourable to human 
life operates with peculiar force on negro men. They diſſipate their 
vigour on a plurality of. wives. It is well known that, to yiſit 
them (when their wives happen to be removed to a diſtance) the 
huſbands make very long nocturnal excurſions ;. returning to their 
drudgery the next morning, fatigued and diſpirited. They 

are more refractory than the women ; they oftener run away, 
and ſtay longer out. On the whole they commit more faults, and 
conſequently ſuffer more inhuman treatment.——Theſe are among 
the cauſes which contribute to render the lives of men flaves + 
ſhorter than thoſe of women ſlaves. The Guinea traders acknow- 
ledge that the men muſt be confined in chains, and the Jamaica Re- 
port complain of the diſorders ariſing from it, which carry off great 
numbers in ſeaſoning. The deaths in ſeaſoning muſt he therefore 
principally among the men, and probably leave the ſexes of the ſea- 

ed Africans nearly in an equal proportion. In the iſland of Nevis, 
female flaves are to the males as five to four. This is an old ſett] 
inland, and conſiſts chiefly of creoles. | 2 

The inconveniences and evils therefore, which our author com- 
plains of do not ariſe from the inequality, but from the unequal diſtribu- 


„ Eſp. de Loix, liv. 16. ch. 44 T l& ibis, A 
88 lion 
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. 
> remote from each other, and this be- 
des his practice amongſt the white people, let the - 
*© That a great proportion of negro infants periſh 
* between the fifth and fourteenth days after their 
% birth; he believes nearly one-fourth part of all 
ie that are borh.,” | 15 


I believe on moſt plantations this may be the 
caſe, but J am confident it will not be ſo long: 
for, formidable as thefe medical men may affect 5 
fepreſeht the diſorder, the effects of which are Ib 
fatal, it is by no means impoffible to prevent it; 
and I aſſert this on my own experience; for on m 
plantations this diſorder was as frequent as on 
others, until I came to inſpect and reftde on them 
myſelf, ſince which it is become as rare as it was 
common before. | REELS, 


The account Mr. Chitholme gives of the dif 
order, in my opinion, points out the care; If the y 
diforder ariſes from irritation of the nerves of the 
umbilicus, how 'to prevent it? Prevent the 
cauſe, and you prevent the effect. . 


2 


tion of the ſexes. Weſt India property is in a ſtate of perpetual fluctu- 
ation. When eſtates are broken up, thoſe who, like our Author, have 
the command of money buy the males (whether, creoles or Africans} 
leaving the females to be purchaſed by yn men. Hence, on 
ſome eftates, the males predominate, and on ethers, the females: 
The total difregard paid in ſuch caſts, to the feelings and connecs 
tions of 8 as human creatures, and even as animals, gives 
riſe to all the miſery dur Author deplores; independent of the in- 


1 
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eq uality of the ſexes; which we have proved has in reality nd I 
3 | % That 2 


8 


[$4] DEP 
„ That if he is right in his theory, reſpecting 

«« the cauſe of this complaint, it will be ſuppoſed 

« that the remedy is obvious, as it will be only 

% direQting a greater attention to be paid to the 
% drefling and cleanlineſs of the infant during the 
„period above alluded to: But, ſimple as this may 
«© appear in theory, thoſe who are much converſant 
„ with negroes, will be aware of the difficulty, if 
«© not impoſſibility, of putting it in practice, in 
« a degree ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe :: For, 
« ſuch is the ignorance, obſtinacy, and inatten- 
ge tian of the negroes; ſo little regard have they 
* for each other, and ſo averſe are they to exe- 
c cuting the directions of white people, when re- 
« pygnant to their own prejudices, that he believes 
« the evil can never be wholly remedied, while 
ve are obliged to employ negroes as nurſes.” 


Here we ſee that the gentleman was perfectly 
aware of what he conceives would preyent this 
deſtructive diſorder, which he himfelf ſays carries off 
nearly one of every four of all the negro children 
born in the iſland. Let the humane, let the ſtateſ- 
man conſider and reflect on the continual exiſtence 
of a cauſe that annually diminiſhes one-fourth of 
the people. We ſee that Mr, Chiſholme attributes 
the cauſe of this diſorder not being prevented to the 
pe obſtinacy, and inattention of negroes. 

ill not the ſenſible reader of his anſwers conceive, 
that before we admit the negligence and inatten- 
tion of a mother to her infant to be the cauſe of its 
deſtruction, there would be more juſtice and pro- 
bability in conſidering that ſome part of the cauſe 
at leaſt ariſes from medical men, who, by taking 
charge of ſuch numbers of negroes, have not time 
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© "zo inſtru them, and diſfi pate that ignorance (the 
cauſe of obſtinacy) which is attended with ſuch 
fatal effects? | | f 


* 


1 That a very great number of newhy-imported 


* negroes are loſt by diſeaſes, the prediſpoſing 
«* cauſes of which they bring to this country along 
ic with them: Moſt new negroes, when firſt land- 
ed, are much ſubject to putrid complaints, ariſing 
« from a ſcorbutic habit contracted during the 
« voyage, which frequently ' manifeſts itſelf ſoon 


« by foul ulcers, tending ſtrongly to . mortifica- 
« tion. Many negroes, while aboard, are affected 
« with the moſt virulent venereal complaints; 
« others have the yaws; ſome, malignant ulcers; 
“ all of which, when the day of ſale draws near, 
% are, by the management of the ſhip's ſurgeon, 
« dried up, and the morbid matter repelled into 
* the ſyſtem, ſo that the ſurface of the ſkin ſhall 
ix 7 clean, and ſmooth for a time, but which 
« afterwards creates the moſt dreadful complaints, 
* too frequently baffling all attempts to cure. 


The putrid complaints ariſe from putrid air, 
putrid water, and uncleanlineſs occaſioned almoſt 
altogether by the' too great numbers crammed into 
comparatively ſmall ſhips in a torrid climate—want 
of good water and proviſions, and ventilators, to 


4 


« after they are landed, in 2 dy ſenteries, or 


beep 1 NoOrks on che Eraminetion of AnAN duet 


son, Practitioner in PHYNER and Surgery, e 


That with one partner he had the phyſical care 
«of near 4000 flaves by phyfcal care is meant, 
that he and his partner were the phyſicians, fur- 
geons, apothecaries, and men midwives to 4000. 


* That one-fourth of negroe infants periſh of 
the tetanus, and but one-tenth of the white in- 
* fants,”—the cauſe is obvious; forty times the 
care is taken of the whites, and the conſequence 


of that care is the difference in the e of 


death 8. 


To the irritation of the ambilicad; aged ag 
the caufe of the tetanus by Doctor Chiſholme, 
this gentleman adds that of the rid munter 
ſuffered to generate during (and he might have faid, 
and after). the ſeparation of that cord, both which, 


with the fatal conſequences, I thall by and by 5 


ſhew are moſt eaſily prevented. 


oy That he does not believe the diſorder, in 


« general, is owing to any improper mode of 
<< treatment of the infant, as he has often known. 


«© It occur, notwithſtanding the greateſt care; and 
e that, from the ra idity of the diſorder, and the 


«« tender age of the patient, he knows of no cer- 


* tain remedy that ſucceeded, either from the ap- 


wy plication of opiates, or any other medicine, once 
in twenty times: That it occurs in high an 0S 
* healthy ſituations as well as in low ones, it 
% mountainous diſtricts, as well as thoſe near 5 
7 ſea TIO 5 In 
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children did of that diforder 
% Aﬀricans, called the yaws, particularly -if they 
% are 1 during 4 firſt Jars bc the 
% mothers im general attempt to effet, r 
* to exeutſe therfdves fror bent. ay 1 
«© Who mall Keide whert dodicts Afapres?” South 
Wehe are of the ſarme opinion reſpectiug the ſmall 
pox.— And I, who am no doctor, but who in the 
courfe of my peregrinations Rave frequetitly been 
obliged to ſypply, as well as I could, the: place of 
doctor, | fu and ecary, botk t6 myſelf 
and Hundreds of others, and thr merey with 
no fmall fucceſt I fay, I differ wholly from the 
dottor 7 this point, and think that at no time ean a 
negroe have the yaws with ſuch probability of get- 
ing eaſily deen them, 25 en nouriſhed Nh 
's mother Y breaff, | 


bo That ne is of Spill, notvitkſunding hols 
*% meonyeniencies already enumerated, there is very 
# confiderable increafe of negroes on on the properties 
" 5 _ 2 Wee in the 2 5 where he 
ue refides.” gs 


"Viz. the pai of Lint Ant N! 16 i "this 
rift; where the inſtance, quoted in a former note 
f the n e a plantation having doubled and 
8 venteen years, ocetrred. But it is alſo 
im this pariffr white the inſtance is of one than 
having buried in a few years 300 and odd * 
The 
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The fact is; that every pariſh in the iſland is gene- 


rally healthy, and all of them unhealthy in ſome 
icular fituations ; but the t cauſes of in- 


creaſe or decreaſe is not the pariſh, but the parti- 


cular regimen and management on particular plan- 


tations. | 


ib That the loſſes ſuſtained in ſeaſoning newly- 


20 eg negroes, are chiefly owing to the many 


ce diſorders they bring with them, either from 
« Africa, or contracted om board ſhip; ſuch as, 
te venereals, the yaws, and old habitual ulcers.” 


« The number of obſtinate caſes he has met 
e with, induced him to inquire of ſurgeons that 


% had been in that trade, reſpectin the mode of 


0 treatment during the voyage; and that he has 


* been informed, it was cuſtomary to ſuppreſs ve- 


« nereals by aſtringent injections; to cauſe the 
% yaws and ulcers to diſappear by iſchuretic waſhes ; 
% and on the day of fale, or a few days before, to 
« hide the ſcars with blacking and palm-oil : That 


* the epidemic dyſentery is frequent on board 


« ſhip; and though the ſurgeons have a method 
« of concealing it on the day of ſale, in ſome mea- 

« ſure, by aſtringents, yet it frequently breaks out 
* after the negroes have landed, with double fury: 
« Of which he remembers the following re- 
* 'markable inſtance in Colin Campbell, of Saint 
« Ann's, having bought thirty ne in King- 
« ſton; an epidemic dyſentery Ya out mag. 
« them ſoon after their arrival at the plantation, o 


« which twenty-four of them died ; the diſorder 
« was communicated to the reſt of the negroes on 
| 3 „ the 
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0 the plantation, and ſeveral of them likewiſe fell 
. a ſacrifice to it. B 
Tlhis gentleman agrees with the others in the un- 
duoubted fact, that negroes bring here with them 
pautrid diſeaſes, contracted on board the ſhips during 
the voyage. — All which teſtimonies it is to be 
| — 5 will induce the Britiſh legiſlature, whoſe 
right it is to regulate, direct, and controul the 
general Commerce of the Empire, to attend to and 
provide the neceſſary remedies againſt theſe very per- 
nicious and ruinous effects of putridity, 


NOTE s on the EX AI NATION of 


This gentleman alſo hath had for the greater 
part of twenty-one years the care of 4000 to 5000. 
negroes. I ſhall here obſerve, that to a regiment 
of five or ſix hundred men there is one ſurgeon, 
who hath one or more mates or aſſiſtants ; that to 
each ſhip of war, having on board from three to 
five hundred men, there is alſo a ſurgeon and ſur- 
geon's mates. Now if a ſurgeon and ſurgeon's 
mates are neceſſary to five hundred men, all col- 
lected in a ſmall ſpace, what care can one or two 
men, acting as phyſicians, ſurgeons, apothecaries, 

and occaſionally men mid wives I ſay, what eare 
can they take of 4000 or 5000 negroes, every 
two hundred of whom, on an average, are on a 
plantation diſtant ſome 2 K from the other, be- 


ſides his or their practice amongſt the white fami- 


| lies, each of which is alſo diſtant from the others? 
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T apprehend it will be thought much eaſier, under 
ſuch circumſtances, to find fault with the igno- 
rance, obſtinacy, and inattention of ſuch negroes, | 
than to take care of them, inform, perſuade, or | 
watch over them for good. Once, twice, or thrice 
in a week, to gallop to a plantation, to take 4 
peep into the hoſpital, or hot-houfe, as it is called, 
write in a book, bleed this,” “ parge that,” 
. &« bliſter another, * here give an opiate,” there 
the bark,” is not, in my opinion, taking care of, 
though it may be called taking charge of, the healths 
1 of 4000 or 5000 negroes. Ia pigs 


But to proceed with Doctor Quier's examina» 
nn tion. We ſhall ſee that he attributes the diforders 
to which the negroe children are incident, to the 
= want of .cleanlinefs; the obſtinate attachment of 
ngniegroe women to their own old cuſtoms ; and pare 
8 ticularly to their not ſhifting the child's cloaths, 
i ſometimes from want of linen, and other neceſſi- 
4 ries, proper for new- born infants. It is eaſy, and 
perhaps convenient, to throw blame on negroe 
women, but here the truth comes out at laſt, and the 
word ſometimes, muſt be conſidered as a defen- 

ſive falvo, which each plantation under the doctot's 
| care will apply to the others, and none to them- 
ſelves; and which if the doctor had not put in, it 
is probable the 5000 or 5000 negroes, of which 
he tells us he has the care, would have preſetitly 
been reduced to 400 or 500, "IM 


% That the negroe women, whether flaves of 
« free, do not, in his opinion, breed fo fre. 
« quently, as the women amongſt the labouring 
„poor in Great Britain; that he afcribes this ny 

: | « chief 
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4 chiefſy to the promiſcuous intercourſe, which 

VE the greater number of _ NEgroe women. indulge 

1 themſelves in with the other ſex, That he be- 

L ljeves the abortions, which he thinks to be ra- 

te ther frequent amongſt them, to be aſcribable to 

* the ſame cauſe : That he hay not met with any 

_'** caſes of abortion, which he could fairly impute 

* to ill uſage or exceſſive labour: That moderate "| 

B th Pregnant women, as being; Bs 
te the beſt means of preſerving general health)“. 


I am afraid the reaſon here aſſigned, by the doctor, 

for many of the abortions, is but too true; it is 
the natural conſequence of the diſproportion in the 
number of the ſexes. But when the doctor ſays he 
has not met with any caſes of abortion which he 
could fairly impute to ill uſage or exceſſiye labour: 
pleaſe to recollect what I have ſaid above on the e- 
preſſion ſometimes, which, I apprehend, means 

much the ſame; and I wiſh the doctor could, with 
ſafety to his practice, have uſed the ſame word, 
inſtead of nat and any; at leaſt, if this alteration of 
Words be not an amendment, I will ſay the doctor 

is ſingularly happy in his ſitu ation. 


8 


* That the cuſtom of carrying young children 
tc into the field, in the manner, and with the pre- 
* cautions it is now practiſed, is by no means hurt- 
« ful to the infants.” . 


8 = 
* 


4. I am of opinion, generally ſpeaking, that the 
more both. infants and adults are in the open air 
the better; but the doctor muſt allow me to diſſent 
een his aſſertion in ſome particular caſes ; and let 
judge. Suppoſe an infant tied on its 
r | mother's 
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f Io 
mother's back, and carried to the field, then laid 
in a bowl or tray, expoſed to the direct rays of the 


un; ſhould a ſudden and heavy rain fall, as is very 
|. | common in theſe climates, I ſay, 2hat can hardly be 
| beneficial to the infant, and ſtill leſs ſo its remain- 
18 ing in wet rags. I mention this for two reaſons, 


|. one is, to ſhew'that thoſe medical gentlemen have 
| f | ſuppreſſed whatever might tend to give an unfa- 


| vourable idea of our lenity to the negroes; and the 
ME other is to thew how neceflary it is to have ſome 
Be. means of ſhelter for the negroes, either by erect- 
ning tents, or building ſheds contiguous to the 

. fields, in heavy, though tranſient ſhowers, and 
* to call them from the fields when it appears 
1 that the rain will continue. I am led to this laſt 


| obſervation by having been an eye-witneſs, when I 
was laſt at : Upwards of forty negroes were 


"P&G d kept at work in the open field for more than four 
13 hours, that is, till night ſhut in, during a conſtant 
9 and heavy rain. 85 
1 I am obliged to conclude abruptly, but may 
; add ſomething more on this ſudje&t by another 
Conveyance. | N | 
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